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the substance of  Sazonov's most important interviews,
says:
"The French Ambassador, upon instructions of his Gov-
ernment, informed the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the
complete readiness of France to fulfil her obligations as an
ally in case of necessity."5
This declaration of Paleologue's was of such extreme im-
portance to Russia just at this juncture that it evidently
overshadowed everything else in Baron Schilling's mind
on July 28, because it is the only entry made in his diary
for that day, aside from his usual summary of telegrams,6
That Paleologue did make such a declaration, and that it
gave further encouragement to Sazonov to stand firm and
presently to approve Russian mobilization is confirmed by
the fact that next day, Sazonov, in notifying Izvolski of his
decision "to hasten our armaments and to assume that war
is probably inevitable/' added:
"Please express to the French Government our sincere
gratitude for the declaration, which has been officially made
to me in its name by the French Ambassador, that we can
count fully upon the assistance of our ally, France. In the
existing circumstances, this declaration is especially valua-
ble to us."7
Paleologue, however, in his memoirs, gives an altogether
different version. He says not a word of this important
declaration. Instead, after an account, perhaps more pic-
turesque than accurate, of Pourtales' nervousness and Sazo-
nov's coolness, he enlarged upon his own importance as
5 Schilling's Diary, p. 43.
* Possibly, however, the brevity of Schilling's Diary for July 28 is
to be explained by the fact that one or two pages for this day were mis-
placed or lost.
7 Sazonov to Izvolski and to the other Russian Ambassadors, tg. no.
1551, July 29; M.F.R., p. 520; L.N., II, 289; R.OB,, 58; reported to Viviani
at Paris between 2 and 3 A.M. on July 30; B.D., 373; Viviani, Reponse
flu Kaiser> p. 149; PoincarS, IV, 383*